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A Concise Description of Each Invention in Date Order 


TELEPHONE A G Bell (USA) 


It has been a hundred years since a faint but momentous sound was made by Thomas Watson when 
he plucked a reed of a rudimentary transmitter. But that sound travelled over wire and was heard in 
another room by Alexander Graham Bell who happened to be holding a similar reed-and-diaphragm 
apparatus to his ear. This was the first telephone signal. 


Later, on 14 February 1876, Bell filed for the now famous patent on the apparatus that he and Watson 
had been working on—just three hours before one Elisha Gray filed a caveat with the Patent Office, 
declaring that he was working on a similar device but had not yet perfected it. Had the timing been 
different, we might now have a ‘Ma’ Gray instead of Ma Bell. 


The first telephone patent was issued to Bell on March 7 1876 three days before the historic moment 
when the first intelligible human voice was transmitted over the new telephone. Bell, after spilling acid 
over his clothing, had called out, ‘Mr Watson, come here. I want you’. Next year, the first commercial 
telephone went into service when a Boston banker leased two instruments, each consisting of a simple 
wooden box that contained both transmitter and receivers The talker had to alternately talk and listen. 


According to the records, the seed idea for the Bell System was planted when a merchant named 
Thomas Sanders made a verbal offer to Bell to finance the telegraphic experiments. They reached a 
tentative agreement, and shortly afterwards a lawyer named Gardiner G Hubbard made Bell a similar 
offer. The three put into writing an agreement dated 27 February 1875 and later signed a deed of trusts 
dated 9 July 1877 forming the Bell Telephone Company, Gardiner G Hubbard, Trustee. 


SOURCE: Electronics p 91 (11 December 1975) 


SEE ALSO: ‘Alexander Graham Bell and the invention of the telephone’ by J E Flood Electronics & 
Power p 159 (March 1976) 


Editor's Note: This issue of Electronics & Power is devoted to the early history of the telephone. 
‘The marriage that almost was’ by M F Wolff JEEE Spectrum p 41 (February 1976) 


‘The telephone, its invention and development’ by M Woolley Telecomrmunication Journal vol 43, p 175 
111/1976 


“Bell's great invention: the first 50 years’ Bell Laboratories Record p 91 (April 1976) 


Bell and Gray: ‘Contrasts in style, politics and etiquette’ by D A Hounshell Proc. 1 vol 64, No 9, 


p 1305 (September 1976) 


